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Presentation overview

1. SDGs in a nutshell

2. UN Environment`s role for SDGs 

3. Initiatives on the ground - examples



SDGs in a nutshell

Sustainable development - development that 

meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs (Brundtland Report 1987 -

WCED).

What is Sustainable Development?



SDGs in a nutshell

SDGs Chronicle – How it began…
1972: United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
(Stockholm Conference): UN's first major conference on 
international environmental issues that marked a turning point in 
the development of international environmental politics.

1983: Establishment of the World Commission on Environment 
and Development (WCED)

1987: WCED published the report Our Common Future, 
also known as the Brundtland Report 

1992: Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil = United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED) (Outcomes: Adoption of the Agenda 21, the 
Rio Declaration, establishment of the Commission on Sustainable Development)

. . .



SDGs Chronicle – How it began…

• 2000: Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
until 2015 as a result of the Millennium Summit 
in New York

• 2012: Concept of the SDGs at Rio+20 Summit 
(United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development)

• 2015: Adoption of 17 goals for the world’s 
future, to reach by 2030 incl. 169 detailed 
Targets

SDGs in a nutshell



SDGs in a nutshell



Who implements the 2030 Agenda

• All stakeholders: governments, the UN system, regional and international institutions, 
NGOs, civil society and the private sector and others, are expected to contribute to the 
realization of the new agenda.

• The UN’s role is to assist countries to implement the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in a balanced and 
integrated manner.  

SDGs in a nutshell



UN Environment is today the 
leading environmental authority
responsible for setting the global 
environmental agenda

What is UN Environment`s role for SDGs?



• Climate Change: Strengthen the ability of countries to integrate climate change responses into national 
development processes

• Disasters and Conflicts: Minimize threats to human well-being from the environmental causes and 
consequences of existing and potential natural and man-made disasters

• Ecosystem Management: Ensure that countries use the ecosystem approach: the holistic management 
of land, water and living resources to promote conservation and sustainable use to enhance human well-
being

• Environmental Governance: Ensure that environmental governance and interaction at the country , 
regional and global levels are strengthened to address environmental priorities

• Chemicals and Waste: Minimize the impact of harmful substances and hazardous waste on the 
environment and people

• Resource Efficiency: Fostering sustainable consumption and production by leasing global efforts to 
ensure natural resources are produces, processed and consumed in a more sustainable way

• Environment under Review: Providing open web platforms, services and access to timely, substantiated 
knowledge about the environment and emerging issues to allow for informed decision-making

Programme of work



• About half of the SDGs 
are directly 
environmental in focus 
or address the 
sustainability of natural 
resources

• UN Environment 
promotes 
environmental 
sustainability as a 
crucial enabling factor 
in ensuring the health 
of our planet, and is 
committed to working 
with all parties to 
ensure the success of 
the ambitious agenda.



What is UN Environment`s role for SDGs?

 UN Environment implements, follows up and reviews 
the 2030 Agenda, especially of its environmental 
dimension

 UN Environment is custodian agency for 26 
Sustainable Goals Indicators



Currently UN Environment reports data for the following tier I and tier II indicators:

What is UN Environment`s role for SDGs?



Initiatives on the ground



Initiatives on the ground
Three mountain regions – three flagship species
Promoting inter-regional exchange and cooperation

Bhutan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FoNIjxpL408&feature=youtu.beand
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Initiatives on the ground
ECOPOTENTIAL: Satellite for environmental management

EU Horizon 2020 Project funded by the EU Comission DG Research and 
Innovation

Promoting the use of Earth Observation for ecoysystem management in 
Europe and beyond.
- Training protected area managers
- Providing digital tools to analyse data
- Informing EU policy on Earth Observation and environmental management
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ECOPOTENTIAL: Satellites for environmental management



Initiatives on the ground 
Climate Change Adaptation Strategies for Developing Mountain Areas

Project: “Climate change action in developing countries with fragile mountain ecosystem 
from a sub-regional perspective”

Objective: Support to mountainous developing countries to integrate climate change 
adaptation into relevant development policies/plans/strategies (adaptation tailored for the 
mountain context)

1. Assessment
2. Regional policy development
3. Interregional cooperation



Mountain Adaptation Outlooks 
Current state of knowledge and information related to climate 

change and adaptation in mountainous regions: 

2015: Balkan, Caucasus, (Tropical) Andes
2016: East Africa (World Mountain Forum)
2017: Central Asia, Carpathians 
2018: Hindu Kush Himalayas (UNFCCC COP 24 in Poland)

 Identified priorities for promoting/developing of mountain agenda
on the sub-regional level (implementation of Rio+ 20 outcome!) 

 Participation of governments in the elaboration of the Outlooks 
(East African Community, Interstate Commission for 

 Sustainable Development, etc.)

Initiatives on the ground 
Climate Change Adaptation Strategies for Developing Mountain Areas
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Initiatives on the ground 
Waste Management in Mountain Regions

Launched Global Mountain Waste Management 
Outlook
Why Focus on Waste in Mountains?
• Remote, lower development, natural disasters
• Fast urbanising mountain populations
• Sensitive and essential ecosystem services (e.g. 

water) 
• Upstream-downstream linkages makes this a 

global issue that so far has little 
information/attention

Geographic coverage: Developing mountain regions although some focus also on 
Europe and N America

Audience: Policy makers responsible for waste management and sustainable 
development + international mountain community
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Global Mountain Waste Management Outlook
Building on findings of Mountain Adaptation Outlooks

Focus on challenges and 
opportunities for sound waste 
management in: 

• Remote Communities
• Mountain Cities
• Tourism including 

mountaineering
• Forestry
• Mining
• Disaster waste
• Financing and good 

governance



Tourism Waste 

 Mountain Tourism accounts for 15-20% of the global tourism 
industry.

 Dramatic expansion in visitor numbers and the amount of waste 
generated during peak tourist seasons. 

 Increasing amount of non-organic waste associated with 
equipment and supplies.

 Often no sanitation facilities or waste collection services 
due to remote location mountaineering and trekking areas -
mountaineers often leave waste behind, burying it in soil or 
snow, or dropping it in glacier crevasses.

 High costs of waste collection and removal due to 
remoteness, rugged terrain and poor infrastructure.

 Inadequate treatment or disposal of waste in mountains creates 
risks for ecosystems and humans in mountains and 
downstream regions. Human and animal waste (excreta and 
urine) pollute soil and water.

Khumbu Valley, 
Mount Everest 
region: 
from 20 visitors in 
1964 to 36,518 
visitors in 2012 



What happened after…

Kathmandu, 1 December 2017 – In direct response to 
the recommendations of the Outlook, UIAA and IFMGA 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to show 
commitment to collaborate including on waste and 
pollution management in mountaineering. 

Austria at 3.666 m altitude, June 2017 – Signing of the 
Clean Mountains Manifesto by a famous mountaineer 
Peter Habeler, Austrian soft drink company Almdudler & 
Austrian Alpine Club.

Wandern ohne Fußabruck as part of the Saubere Berge 
(Clean Mountains) Initiative 

https://www.facebook.com/bergwelten/videos/296422990948395/
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Matthias Jurek, Programme Management Officer

Vienna Programme Office, Europe Office
Vienna Int. Centre, Wagramerstrasse 5, A-1400 Vienna

matthias.jurek@un.org

www.unenvironment.org


